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COMPILED BY HARRY S. MYERS, SECRETARY 


These statistics are furnished by national offi- 
cers of religious bodies, related to the finances of 
the body. Budget Benevolence includes contributions 
from living donors to the missionary budget as de- 
termined by the proper authority. Denominational 
Benevolences includes all of Budget Benevolences 
and such other contributions to the work of the body 
reporting as are available. 


PREVIOGSS PUBLICATIONS 


The United Stewardship Council has published 
Statistics of giving for Benevolence and Congrega- 
tional Expenses since 1920. For the first few years 
the religious bodies listed were those belonging to 
the United Stewardship Council. During the early 
20’s for two years certain other communions were 
added, but due to difficulties in securing comparable 
answers, the added religious bodies were dropped 
until 1947, at which time fifteen religious bodies not 
members of the Council were reported, in a separate 
table. This year twenty-six (26) of the twenty-eight 
(28) religious bodies, members of the Council, have 
twenty-six (26) non-member religious bodies added 
to them in one table. 


NODESTFORAINITERC RELATION 


The religious bodies that are members of the 
Council are marked with a *; the non-member com- 
munions that reported last year are marked with a 
+. This makes comparison with last year easier. Last 
year the Southern Baptists were listed as members 
and this year they are not; Wesleyan Methodists 
last year were listed as non-members and this year 
they are members. This year the Presbyterians, 
U.S.A. report for a nine month year, because of a 
change in the fiscal year. If the report had been for 
twelve months instead of nine and the giving had 
been on the same basis, this report would have been 
$21,657,546 more than is here reported. This would 
have made a total of $86,630,185, which is $8,062,917 
more than reported a year ago. In the following 
paragraphs comparisons are made of the figures as 
recorded and the Presbyterian difference must be 
added by those who desire a more accurate compari- 
son. 


COMPARISON WITH LAST YEAR 


The giving for Total Benevolence (Column E) 
in this report is $8,384,358 less: than reported the 
year before. Making the proper adjustment for the 
Presbyterians will leave the total still below last 
year. 


The total for Congregational Expensess (Column 
F) is $62,612,394 more than reported the preceding 
year. The Total Contributions (Column G) are more 
than the year before. 


Those religious bodies that reported last year 
and also this show a gain also in Total Contributions. 
The Total Contributions of the fifty-two (52) com- 
munions reporting this year is $862,970,689. In addi- 
tion to this, The Anglicans of Canada report a total 
of a $4,915,785, The Mormons $18,919,501, The Evan- 
gelical Free Church $272,823, The Universalists $50,- 
241, The American Baptist Association $128,500. 
These added to the total above make $887,257,439. If 
to this we could discover and add the contributions 
from living donors of the Roman Catholics, and the 
other 200 Protestant bodies not listed here, the total 
would of course be at least $1,200,000,000, probably 
several millions more. 


IMPLICATIONS 


Whenever one goes to the market to purchase 
food, or clothes, or household necessities he is con- 
scious of inflation, no matter what he calls it. This 
report shows that our local churches are conscious 
of this increase in the cost of living, as shown by 
the increase in the giving’ to Congregational Ex- 
penses. The churches, however, are not conscious, 
apparently, that inflation also affects the benevolent 
work for that amount shows a decrease, Inflation in 
eastern and southern Asia is much greater than in 
the Western Continent. It costs more to support a 
missicn station in that area than it did five years ago 
by a very large per cent. In other words, contribu- 
tions to benevolences must greatly increase just to 
let us stand still. The opportunity for work in mis- 
sion fields was never so great as today. 


There are a few simple things that need to be 
done by Christians to insure Christian Stewardship : 


1. Discover from the Bible the true basis of 
Christian Stewardship. II Corinthians 8:10 
et seq. 


2. Give according to New Testament motives. 
John 3:16; I John 5:19. 


3. Use Christian methods in giving. To do this 
some of us must revolutionize our practices. 
I Corinthians 16:1-2. 


United Stewardship Council 
HILLSDALE, MICHIGAN 


PRICE TEN CENTS 
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GHURCH INCOME TOPS A BILLION 


For the first time since the United Stewardship 
Council has been publishing Statistics of Giving of the 
churches, the total is $1,001,574,371. This figure of 
course represents the combined giving for local church 
expenses and for benevolence of the fifty-two church 
bodies reporting. 


There are two hundred protestant denominations in 
the United States not included in this report. The most 
of them are small; many of them have less than a thou- 
sand members. Some of these denominations make lib- 
eral contributions and their total would certainly be 
fifty million dollars. In addition, there are contributions 
made by individuals to city and state councils of 
churches, to national councils of churches, which will 
total between eight hundred thousand and a _ million. 
These figures do not include the added millions that 
have been contributed to colleges, theological semi- 
naries, church hospitals and church homes. Of course, 
all of these figures include any contributions from 
protestant churches. 


It is safe, therefore, to conclude that if we had all 
these sums together we would have the largest contri- 
bution ever made to church work. 


THE: STORY OPITHELVEAR 


The giving to Budget Benevolence (Column B) is 
$14,855.468 more than last year; Total Benevolence 
(Column E) increased $2,826,830; Congregational Ex- 
penses (Column F) increased $135, 351,702; Total Con- 
ae eS (Column G) increased $138,603,682, an in- 
crease of 13.6% above the preceding year. 


SIXTEEN DENOMINATIONS 


About 1928 it was discovered that a few denomina- 
tions had reported their contributions every year, and 
about ten years later several of these denominations had 
united so that since then we have spoken of them as 
“sixteen denominations.’ Other unions that have taken 
place have reduced the number to fifteen; and other 
unions that are now being discussed will reduce the 
number of denominations still lower if union actually 
takes place but the same groups of Christians have been 
represented in these figures every year. 


There has been an increase in the giving of these de- 
nominations every year for the last fifteen years. There 
has also been an increase in membership but the increase 
in giving has been large enough so that the per member 
contribution is now larger than it has ever been re- 
ported. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national officials of 
the religious bodies reporting. 


Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as 
determined by the proper authority. 


Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the work 
of the denomination reporting as may be reported to 
denominational headquarters. Every one knows that 
many contributions for various denominational objects 
are not reported. 


Other Benevolences are contributions for various benev- 
olences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because 
only what is reported to denominational headquarters is 
included here. 


Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational Be- 
nevolences and Other Benevolences. 


Congregational Expenses includes contributions to ex- 
penses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary —anything that is 
for the local church. 


Total Contributions is the sum of Tctal Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Many denominations divide the membership into two 
classes: Those younger than thirteen, and those thir- 
teen and older. We use the latter figure where avail- 
able, but in some cases use the total membership where 
the division is not made. 


HINTS TO HELP INTERPRET, 


The denominations marked with an * are members 
of the United Stewardship Council. Two denominations 
that are members do not furnish statistics. Last year 
the Presbyterians, U.S.A. reported for a nine month 
year, due to a change in the fiscal year. Therefore, the 
increase of $21,114,326 shown for these Presbyterians is 
really larger than it should be. 


A STEADY INCREASE 


Every year since 1934 except 1936 has shown an in- 
crease in giving. The per cent of this increase is not as 
large as the increase of the annual income. Of course, 
annual income in 1934 was far below annual income of 
today, even after removing all the increased taxes and 
other deductions ordered by the government. This in- 
crease for contributions is far less than the increase in 
spending for alcoholic liquors, soft drinks, candy, foot- 
ball games. jewelry, food, and a multitude of other 
things. The crux is not in increased spending, but in giv- 
ing in a way that is neither sensible nor Christian. The 
whole Stewardship movement, which is increasing its 
power and extent every year, is trying to remedy this 
situation. 


GIVING AND TAXES 


Only a few people seem to realize that giving has a 
very direct bearing on income taxes. Three years ago a 
man well known to many in the Stewardship Movement 
gave twenty-five dollars to a certain college just before 
Christmas. That small sum placed his net income in a 
different bracket and lowered his taxes. Information 
can easily be secured that will help one to know with 
some surety how he can save taxes by giving. Only a 
few give the 15% that the income tax law allows as an 
exemption. 


Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store, as God has prospered him. 


I Corinthians 16:2. 
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Again Church Income Tops A Billion 


The combined income for Congregational Expenses 
in the local churches and their contributions for Benev- 
olences outside of their local church work exceeds a 
billion for the second time. Of course this means in 
these reports issued by the United Stewardship Council. 
The total is $1,137,554,266. This comes from 48 denom- 
inations in the United States and five in Canada, The 
increase over last year is $135,979,895. This is 13.5 per 
cent gain. Many denominations do not have very ac- 
curate statistics. Some believe it wrong to publish them 
as some others do. These reports are from almost all of 
the large denominations and from many smaller ones. 
Two denominations, members of the United Steward- 
ship Council, do not gather and publish statistics. 


In a recent book “Philanthropic Giving” by F, 
Emerson Andrews, he estimates that the total religious 
giving in a recent year was $1,894,000,000. 


VEAR’S COMPARISONS 


The giving for Budget Benevolences for Denomi- 
national Benevolences, Total Benevolences and Total 
Contributions are each larger than in the previous year. 
Some denominations dropped on Benevolent giving be- 
cause of extra gifts in the previous years. All of those 
who kept to the steady path of giving increased. 


FIFTEEN DENOMINATIONS 


There are some denominations that have reported 
each year since this series of statistics was started in 
1920. There were sixteen in 1928 after one or two un- 
ions. There are now fifteen. There has been a steady 
increase in their giving and again this year it has made 
an increase. See the chart on the first page. 


This chart shows the giving in five year periods 
for the same bodies of Christians from 1920 to 1950. 
The little marks on the side are units of $100,000,000. 
The lower part is giving to local congregational ex- 
penses and the upper represents our contributions to 
missions. 


DEFINITIONS 


These statistics are furnished by national officials 
of the religious bodies reporting. 


Budget Benevolence includes contributions from living 
donors to the benevolent budget of the denomination as 
determined by the proper authority. 


Denominational Benevolence includes all of Budget 
Benevolences and such other contributions for the wor 
of the denomination reporting as may be reported to 
denominational headquarters. Every one knows that 
many contributions for various denominational objects 
are not reported. 


Other Benevolences are contributions for various benev- 
olences not in the denominational list, and includes only 
a small part of what is actually contributed, because 
only what is reported to denominational headquarters is 
included here. 


Total Benevolences is the sum of Denominational Be- 
nevolences and Other Benevolences. 


Congregational ‘Expenses includes contributions to ex- 
penses of the local parish or church, including building 
funds, repairs, fuel, minister’s salary—anything that is 
for the local church. 


Total Contributions is the sum of Total Benevolence 
and Congregational Expenses. 


Many denominations divide the membership into 
two classes: Those younger than thirteen, and those 
thirteen and older. We use the latter figure where avail- 
able, but in some cases use the total membership where 
the division is not made. 


A STEADY INCREASE 


Every year since 1934 has shown an increase in giv- 
ing except 1936. This is fine but there are three sad 
things about it. 


1. The increase in giving is not as great as the in- 
crease in income. 


2. The increase in giving is not so great as the de- 
crease in purchasing power of a dollar. As a result our 
increased giving does no more work than the income 
before World War 2. 


3. The amount we are spending for things much 
less important than the Kingdom of God has increased 
much more than giving. Amounts spent on single items 
of personal selfish purposes far exceeds the total for 
benevolence to churches. 


The remedy is a better and continuing teaching of 
the principles of Stewardship as related to the giving 
of life, abilities and money. 


PER MEMBER GIVING 


The membership of the churches listed in this re- 
port has increased year by year during the years of pre- 
paring these reports. There is scarcely a communion 
that has not increased its membership each year. The 
exceptions as a rule are where some communion has de- 
cided to make a resurvey of its membership and the 
losses have exceeded the gains. 


Therefore when we announce that the per member 
contribution has increased this year over last, and that 
the membership has made a gain of 2.1 per cent and 
the per member giving a gain of $3.13 per member 
or a gain of 11 per cent, we are showing a real gain in 
giving. 

These statistics do not show one fact that we know 
to be true. Those who were members of the churches 
two years ago have increased their giving and the new 
members have begun to give. This is a hopeful situation. 
The teaching of Stewardship is having an effect that 
is visible. The pressure method of securing gifts is still 
in evidence in some places but not in all. 


This year 34 communions report an increase in per 
member giving. Seven report the same and the other 
10 report a decrease. : 


